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when the ministers offered the mediation of the king,
the dexterous address to Lewis XVI, proposed by
Mirabeau, was not accepted. It was on the initiative of
Sieyes that on June 10 the representatives of the
Third Estate, of " nineteen -twentieths" of France,
determined to verify their own powers.

Sieyes again prevailed on June 17, when, after the
Assembly had " constituted" itself, the question arose,
what name should it assume 1 Representatives of the
French People, answered Mirabeau; Representatives of
the French Nation, maintained Sieyes. Mirabeau,
though suffering from a severe attack of fever, spoke
three times with great fervour and eloquence on this
question, which was much more than verbal. " People "
might be understood either in the narrower sense of
commons (plebs) or in the wider sense of nation.
This happy ambiguity, he insisted, might enable them,
should it hereafter be necessary, to assert their authority
as the representatives of the sovereign people, while it
allowed them to conciliate the other orders by not
appearing to refuse to them some place in the con-
stitution. Perhaps Sieyes' proposal was more logical,
but they must consider expediency rather than logical
consistency. The theorist may disregard obstacles, just
as one who travels over a map may pursue an un-
deviating course across mountains and deserts, neither
ravines nor rivers need alarm him; but when a journey
has really to be undertaken, then we must remember
that we are on the earth and not in an ideal world.
Besides, would the king assent to so ambitious a style ?
Sieyes had maintained that when the people had
pronounced, that was enough, no further sanction was